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From October 1'/-19, a Conference off the Christian Refugee Urganisa- 
tions was held at tie Geneva Uffice of the World Council of Churchés, It includ- 
ed representatives of the World Council of Churches, the Church World Service _ 
Inc. representing more than 20 church bodies in the United States, the Lutheran 
World federation, the World's Alliance of ¥.M.C.A.s and .the World's Y.W.C.A. 

‘The Conference issued the following statement: 

"We are a Conference of Christian agencies engaged in the field of 
refugee work and convened by the World Council of Churches. Our business has 
been the re-planning of our operations in Europe. We have not been unmindful at 
the same time. that the refugee problem extends far beyond Europe to India and the 
Far Bast. Our purpose has been to achieve greater unification of our services 
and the conservation of resources which, however large potentially, are dwarfed 
by the magnitude of our task. Our first hand knowledve of the situation in 
Rurope and our personal contact with the refugee themselves fills us with a con- 
cern which no administrative reorganisation can relieve and we are impelled to 
call upon Christian Churches, organisations and individuals to recognise afresh 
what is happening and what needs to be done. 


The failure to solve the refugee problem is resulting in a widespread 
assault upon the value and dignity of individual human personality. Hconomical- 
ly biased policies of resettlement are, shattering what is left of the integrity 
of family life. The pressure of want foreshadows a frightful winter of physical 
suffering and the deferment of hope is driving men into despair and spiritual 
decay. 


There remain over a million refugees from the tyranny of National 
Socialism, who, in fear of their lives, dure not now return to their homes and 
who still languish in Europe under the care of the International refugee Crgen- 
isation. Adding greatly to the tragedy of our times is the fact that nearly ten 
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forced to eke out a meagre existence in ruined and already overcrowded Germany 
and Austria, where they are largely banned from United Nations aid. These 
cross-section of the men and women of Central and tastern Burope, are predomi- 
nantly members of the various communions of the Christian faith and thercfore 
in a special way the concern of Christians everywhere. 


intergovernmental action through UNRRA and latterly the 1.R.0. and 
tae sympathetic understanding of individual nations have done much for a part 
of these people. Voluntary bodies, especixlly religious organisations and 
Churches, have been rendering during and since the war, a substantial service 
of assistance und relief to then. ‘he value of this work, pitifully inadequate 
though it is, has been inestimable. It haus helped to save human lives, it has 
broken through the dreadfulness of isolation, it has helped to maintain purpose 
within individuals, communitics end congregations, it has checked in part the 
mildew of moral apathy and spiritual decay. 


But now, two and a half years after the end of war, the need for 
awakened conscience and active assistance is greater than in 1945. There are 
more refugecs now than in 1945. Conditions are worse, Time crawls on and men 
break, us they face fear, hunger, cold and despair. 


We therefore call again upon the Christian Churches, Christian organ- 
isations and all men of good will to recognise anew the mounting disaster of the 
refugees, and to know that, valiantly though these men and women strive to re- 
tain their dignity und their hope for tomorrow, they cannot do it alone. 

We call upon them to realise that this is no transient issue of temporary charity 
but one that will take years of sacrifice and brotherhood to resolve, We call 
upon them to support spiritually and materially, with their prayers and their 
gifts, tne work of their own Churches, inter-church agencies, and associations 
in programmes of relief, rehabilitation, resettlement and spiritual aid. We 

call upon them to urge unceasingly their governnents to open doors of immigra- 
tion not to chean labour but to human families. We call upon them to prepare 
themselves and their Churches to receive with Love and care those who may come 

to their lands. 


The lives and souls of men, women, and children are at stake. We 
affirm that they are the special responsibility of the Christian Church with its 
message of tragic optimism and new life, and the embracing fellowship of men 


in the Lordship of God in Christ." BaP ee Geneva. 
UNITED STATES 'Weatless and Wheatless Days" 


A call, to the Churches of America to institute a nation-wide programme 
of "Meatless and wheatless days" was voiced in New York by M. Charles P. Taft, 
President of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ. At the same time 
the church executive released the text of a telegram to President Truman expres- 
sing confidence that the great majority of the American people would respond to 
"more bold and adequate measures to meet the relief crisis," 
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"The President's Committeel!, Dr Taft declared, "has proposed a number 
of ways whereby individuals and families can reduce the direct or indirect waste 
and consumption of wheat and grain supplies in general. I urge our church people 
not only to accept these measures as a moral obligation, but also to consider 
additional steps to conserve the bread-stuffs which spell the difference between 


death and life for men, women and children abroad," ‘ BePeO. Geneva 
DENMARK International Deaconess Confurence 


An International Deaconess Conference has been held in Copenhagen 
from October 9-14, 1947. (ne of the main purposes of this Conference was to 
found a Federation of Deaconesses all over the world. Eleven countries were re- 
presented, and the Chairman was Dr L. Riemers of Amsterdam, Lectures were de- 
livered on (1) the responsibility of the Church for the work of the Deaconate; 
(2) the spiritual revivel of the Deaconate; (3) the Deaconate and its bearing 
on tendencies towards secularism. 


As regards the proposed new Federation, the Constitution was drawn 
up which agreed upon accepting the same basis of faith as is found in the Con- 
stitution of the World Council of Churches, that is to say, the acceptence of 
Christ as God and Saviour. The new Constitution was signed on October 13, 1947, 
which by a coincidence was tie very date of the foundation 111 years ago of the 
"Kaiserswerth Verband". The countries which have so far decided to joint this 
new International Federation of Deaconess Associations (Diakonia) are Norway, 
Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, France and Switzerland. The United States of 
America, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Scotland have reserved their right to enter 
as founder-members at a later date after consultation with their own national 
bodies, An Executive Committee was formed to serve for three years, ‘The new 
Federation is to hold its first meeting in the Spring of 1949. 


The Conference was honoured by a visit from Queen Alexandrine of Den- 
mark, and subsequently invited to an official reception in the Castle of Christ- 


iansborg by the Minister for Church Affairs, Mr. C. Hermansen. HePed. Geneva 
NETHERLANDS Old Catholic Consecration at Utrecht 


On Sunday, October 5, an interesting event took place in the church of 


St. Gertrud at Utrecht - the consecration of an Old Catholic Bishop, Mgr. Stein- 


wachs, as Assistant Bishop to Bishop Kreutzer, of the Uld Catholic Church in 
Germany. The ceremony was performed by the Archbishop of Utrecht, assisted by 
the Bishops of Haarlem and Deventer, and the Rt. Rev. S.C. Neill, assistant 
Bishop to the Archbishop of Canterbury and member of the World Council of 
Churches! staff. There is now full communion between the Old Catholic and 
Anglican Churches. Bishop Neill, who is the personal representative of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury on the Continent of Hurope, had been especially designated 
by the Archbishop to take part in this service. This is probably the first time 
since the Reformation that an Anglican Bishop has taken part in the consecration 
of a Bishop for Germany. The service was inspired by ecumenical cooperation, and 
the presence in one service of those who till recently had been divided by the 
barriers of war and occupation was a good example of the way in which the Spirit 
of Christ promotes and maintains true Christian unity. E.P.S. Geneva 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
| in 2024 
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GREAT-BRITAIN Meeting of the British Council of Churches 


ee ee ee 


The British Council of Churches held its eleventh mecting in London 
on September 30 and October 1, 1947. The Archbishop of Canterbury presided, 
and before hin sat representatives of the Church of England, the Church of Scot- 
land, the Presbyterian Church of Ireland and of the Free Churches of England. 
As one member remarked in conversation:"the sense of belonging to different - 
and rather diverses religious communities has rubbed away - we are just u family 
of Churches", The function of the Council is that of coordinating policy and 
action of the different Churches. Beyond ull the British Council of Churches 
seeks to promote ecclesiastical goodwill and fraternity and is keenly interest- 
ed in evangelism. One of its foremost concerns today is to prepare for the 
inauguration of the World Council of Churches at amsterdam a year hence. An 
outline of the preparations being made for the Assunbly was given by the Rev. 
Oliver S. Tomkins, Interim reports of the contribution which will be made by 
the British Churches were given by the Rev. R.E, Burlington, retiring General 
Secretary of the Council, and others. 


Tne Council also listened to an address on the work of the Churches 
in International Affairs by Mr. Kenneth Grub, Hxecutive Chairman of the Churches! 
Commission on International Affairs. They also hearda challenge to tne Churches 
to play their part in the provisicn of facilities for community life - challenge 
put by Mr. George Haynes, General Secretary of the National Council of Social 
Service. 


Fundamental changes were taking place in the social structure of 
Great Britain, Dr Haynes said ~ changes for which the country, as 4 whole, had 
given a mandate. In spite of thesechanges, however, he believed there had been 
a preat extension of spiritual and mental misery due to the fact that so many 
people felt they were at the mercy of forces they could not control. The tend- 
ency for the machinery of Governnent to become concerned with lerger units has 
resulted in a loss of neighbourliness, of intimacy and of warmth, The speaker 
urged the Churches to restore these compensating influences ond to collaborate 
with the voluntary organisations, especially in the organisation of new centres 
of community life, which otherwise would become simply secular institutions. 


A discussion followed in which emphasis was laid on the shortage of 
man=power and the need for a careful apportionment of times; on the need for 
guidance to be given to young people, on the best ways of using their energies, 
on Christian service outside the Cuurch; on the value of a training in Church 
colleges for people specially suited to be leaders in community centres; on 
the need to convince people that they cannot meet the enormous demands made upon 
them by social service without the power of Christianity; and on the importance 
of having Christian people in key position on local and regional authorities. 


Summing up the discussions the Archbishop of Canterbury emphasised 
the bounded duty of all Christian denominations to work together - "if they did 
not they might get into critical difficulties: one denomination night be suspect- 
ed of trying to secure members by stunts or of trying to push its own members 
into key-positions. That feur could only be overcome in the atmosphere of unity 
and by common discussion between the denominations in Christian Social Councils." 
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The Council heard from the Rev. Dr Hugh Martin, Chairman of the 
Finance and Administration Committee that practically all the constituent 
Churches h.d doubled their grants to the Council in response to the appeal 
issued in the Spring. It was felt that the action of the Churches might be 
regarded as a token of their confidence in and esteem for the Council. 
HP... Geneva 


New Sponsoring Organisation for H.P.5. 

A new Christian world organisation has joined the organisations under 
whose auspices the Ecumenical Press Service is working: the United Bible 
Societies, which took this decisicn at its conference held last June at Amers- 
foort, Holland (see E.P.S. No. 26). 


The United Bible Societies at the present time include the national 
Bible societies or national federations of Bible societies of 16 cowmtries; and 
others have already applied for membership. The purpose of this organisation 
is to coordinate more closely th» work of the national Societies, in order to 
ensure the widest possible distribution of the Holy Scriptures; to support 
thess national Societies in this work by supplying then with the necessary in- 
formation; to interest a wider circle of Christians in this essential task of 
the Church; to ensure international contacts with inter-church and ecumenical 
organisations, 


The general secretariat is in London in the building of the oldest 
of Bible societies, the British and Foreign Bible Society. The agency onened 
by the American Bible Society during the war in the World Council of Churches 
building in Geneva has become the European secretariat of the United Bible 
Societies, and is specially responsible for relations with the ecumenical 


organisations. HePene Geneva 
MADAGASCAR Pastor Marc Boegner's Visit 


Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the Society of Protestant Missions 
in Paris, who is also one of the five Presidents of the Provisional Committee 
of the World Council of Churches and the President of the French Protestant 
Federation, has made a tour of one and a half month in Madaguscar, to examine 
the position of the Churches in that country, which has been’so tried by re- 
bellion, The following conclusions may be drawn from Pastor Boegner's impres- 
sions: 


1. The Europeans, Malagasy and Indo-Chinese must all think of their 
responsibilitics in the sight of God, instead of bitterly pointing out the re- 
sponsibilities of others. 


2. The Europeans must bear in mind that colonisation is only justified 
if it is a work of civilisation, and must cease as soon as the colonial people 
(who have been re:arded as minors) have reached their majority. 

3. It is to be hoped that a native Church will grow up in every 
colony, free and autonomous, with its own clergy. But this nutive Church must 
be on its guard against being nationalist, and against corrupting the message 
of Jesus with pagan ideas, 
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4. In any conflict the first essential is to meet the situation in a 
Spirit of love; and if real criminals are to be punished, such justice must 
never take the form of repression or of vengeance. 


Many Protestant missions are at work in Madagascar: the Society of 

Protestant Missions in Paris, the London Missionary Society, (which has been work- 
ing in Madagascar for 120 years), the Society of Friends (Quakers), the Norwegian 
Mission, the American Lutheran Mission, and the Anglican Mission, All these 
missions, except the Anglican Mission, want the Protestant Churches of Madagascar 
to unite as quickly as possible all the local congregations, which are at 
present attached to these various Missions, They all agree about the goal to 
be attained, but it is difficult to realise this project owing to the diversity 
of their conceptions of the Church, and their different methods of training 
natives for the ministry. The Malagasy Christians want a Malagasy Protestant 
Church in which the missionaries will only act as advisers or scholars. "This 
desire is quite legitimate", says Pastor Boegner, "provided that they do not 
yield to the temptation of burning their boats, or still more of letting nation- 
al or nationalist aspirations taint their spiritual ampition. If we wish a real 
Church of Christ to be created in Madagascar one day, we must help the Malagasy 

hristisns to prevent their Church becoming an instrument, which the people use 
for nationalist purposes", This danger is great, as proved by the rebellions, 
for the old Malagasy paganism still has singular force. 


Protestant Christianity penetrated to Madagascar just over 120 years 
ago. There are 70,000 Protestants and 30,000 Roman Catholics in Tananarive to- 
day. There are still 80,000 who have not yet become Christians, and to whom the 
Churches must take the Christian message. The task of reconstruction is also 
great: the reunion of congregations which were scattered by the rebels, the re- 
building of many churches which were burnt down, and the replacement of pastors 
who have disappeared during the last fsw months, many of whom were killed in 


their villages because they refused to abandon then. HeP.sS. Geneva 
ZECHOSLOVAK IA The Ecumenical Council of Churches 


The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia composed cf the 
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren, the Union of Czech Brethren (Congregation- 
al), the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Slovakia, the Baptist Church, the Reform- 
ed Church in Slovakia, the Evangelical Methodist Church, the Unity of Brethren 
(Moravians) and the Uld Catholic Church, has published the following message 
from which we quote the following passages: 


"The Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia by their cooperation profess 
their @éssential unity, their common spiritual gifts, their one mission for their 
Lord Jesus Christ and their common obedience to Him... 


The sickness of mankind is essentially spiritual and the only remedy 
is a return to obedience to the Living God. Only through Churches devoted to 
Jesus Christ can come the strength to free man from false ways of life and think- 
ing and bring him to acknowledge God's sovereignty 2s the basis of new life. 

411 the proposed remedies of today, political, economic, social and cultural, 
are rooted in that worship of the material world which results in wars. They 
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become an obstacle to true social progress and can only end in destruction. Only 
a spiritual revolution and a return to God's rule over the material world can 
provide a true basis for reconstruction, 


"We thank God for the return to political independence in which we see 
the foundation for a batter future. But inner spiritual liberty is also a ne- 
cessary presupposition for building the conmon life of humanity. Nazism meant 
not only political enslavement, but revolt against God's laws, and therefore 
stood self-condemned. Our nation having resisted Nazism, must also revolt 
against its spiritual results, and the Churches therefore appeal to the Czechos 
slovak people, including the political parties, to submit their inner life to 
revision, and to cleanse their opinions from all that would undermine our spirit- 
ual safety as a nation. 


The Idealism by which our political liberty was acquired must not be 
debased by the exploitation of opportunities for self-enrichment., The emigra- 
tion of Germans and the exchange of Hungarians are the proven just solution of 
the problem which our State was facing and we expect as Christians that human 
rights will be granted to the remaining German and Hungarian inhabitants. 
Wherever the Potsdam principles huve been violated, the guilty must be salied 
to justice, and passion must never be allowed to justify actions morally wrong. 
In all realms of life truth and moral responsibility must be honoured, In the 
cooperation of the Czech and Slovak Churches we see a hopeful example for the 
future. 


We believe that the inclusion of the social and economic aspects in 
the conception of democracy will not result in the limitation of the rights and 
liberties of man as an individual. Work must be regarded as a moral vocation 
and must therefore be done conscientiously... 


The Churches, in calling attention to spiritual and moral questions 
and dangers, appeal to all classes and citizens. Although aware of the difficul- 
ty of their task of guarding spiritual values, the Churches do not regard them- 
selves only as human organisations, but in humble recognition of their faults 
seek to become the servants and instruments of God in the nation and the world. 
Their task is not to provide salutions but to lay down God's principles as the 
basis for human decision, and in this work they believe full liberty will be 


given to them," B.PeoeGeneva 
GERMANY News of the Churches 


Week of Prayer.- The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
invited all the Churches to a week of prayer for prisoners of war from Octobe 
19 to 25. At the same time it asked all the camp-fellowships in Germany and 
abroad to unite in prayer with the Church at home. It also requested people to 
pray for internees, missing people and their dependents, and also to include in 
their prayers the Churches in other countries, the authorities and those who 
are helping prisoners of war, 


Against Racial Prejudice.- About 100 delegates and guests from all 
gones met in Hanover at the invitation of the Association of Christian Urganisa- 
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tions working for persons of non-Jewish faith who are suffering persecution. 

2sOlutions were sent to the Minister-President and to the Mayors of the German 
provinces, to the Presidents of political parties and to the Presidents of the 
guilds, reminding them of the terrible events of the last twelve years and the 
consequences of racial hatred, and urging them to crush any fresh signs of it at 
the very outset, because tolerating evil was just as bad as doing evil. It was 
resolved to set up zonal committees in every zone, and in future to bring all 
the interested organisations into ever closer cooperation. Fastor Griilber was 
warmly thanked for his work on vehalf of persecuted people. 


Theological Newspapers.- The "Theologische Literaturzeitung", which 
had to be withdrawn from circulation in 1944, is now being published again by 
the Evangelische Verlagsanstalt in Berlin. The "Monetschrift fiir das gesamte 
Gebiet der Theologie und Religionswissenschaft" is being published by Professor 
Aland (falle-Barlin) and Professor Sommerlath (Leipzig). It includes book 
reviews, informative and leadin: articles, and contributions about important 
problems of theological science end of church life. The first number, which is 
just coming out, contains an article by Professor Carl E, Schneider (U.S.A.) on: 
"Reumenical Understanding Between American and German Protestantism", While re- 
taining its former character, this periodical will provide more liaison than it 
previously did between theology in Germany and in other countries, 

HeP.S. Geneva 


ETHICPIA War igainst Illiteracy 


In Ethiopia, where for generations the complicated 198 symbol Amharic 
language has been used by the educated few, hundreds of boys from the Emperor's 
schools will return to their villages to teach the adults to read and write with 
a new simplified system using only 39 letters. Dr Laubach, well known mission- 
ary whose work in in fighting illiteracy through mass literacy campaigns has con- 
ducted in all parts of the world (see E.P.S, No. 13/14, 1947) in May 1947, work- 
ing with a Revision Committee headed by Dr Robert W. Hambrook, Educational 
Adviser to Emperor Haile Selassie, helped work out a system of regularising 
vowel sounds so that people will be able to learn to read in a fraction of the 
time it took before, Dr Hambrook was in New York in September contracting for 
typewriters and linotype dies in the modified alphabet. Plans are going forward 
now for the translation into Amharic of "TheStory of Jesus": which will be used 
throughout the land as follow-up reading. Dr Laubach says that the country could 
be literate in ten years - this of a land where there is now 4 90% illiteracy 
rate. Drawings for the Amharic charts were made by an american, together with 
artists from mission groups and Amharic experts from the Emperor's offices. 

EeP.o, Geneva 


GREECE For a Better Training of Clergy 


The Orthodox Church of Greece, in view of the necessity for giving 
more comprehensive’ training to its clergy, has decided to organise special 
courses for preachers, confessors and monitors. These courses, in addition to 
the ordinary programme of the Theological Faculty, include Bible studies, Christ- 
ian psychology, social ethics, biology and sociology. E.P.S. Geneva 
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